


Prayer Points: September 2021   �ŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŽƌ:��ŝƐŚŽƉ��ƵŬĞ�^ƚŽŶĞ͕�DĂŐŶŽůŝĂ�ZĞŐŝŽŶ�KǀĞƌƐĞĞƌ
PRAYING FOR YOUR CHURCH LEADERSHIP As children’s pastors, we are blessed to serve in 

WKH�ODUJHVW�PLVVLRQ�ƓHOG�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��:H�LQYHVW�WLPH�
and resources to build relationships with children so the 
IRXQGDWLRQDO�WUXWKV�RI�*RGōV�:RUG�FDQ�WDNH�URRW�DQG�ŴRXULVK�
for a lifetime. Yet, so often as children transition from our 
programs, experience relocation, or simply stop attending 
our ministries, we lose contact with them. For many of us, 
we often pray that the time we had with the children in our 
ministries was impactful and transformational, empowering 
children to grow in their relationship with the Father.

While I read the story of the Pruitts and considered my 
own personal experiences of more than 30 years in ministry, 
1 Corinthians 3:6–9 came to my mind: 

I planted, Apollos watered, but God was 
causing the growth. So then neither the one 
who plants nor the one who waters is anything, 
but God who causes the growth. Now he who 
plants and he who waters are one; but each will 
receive his own reward according to his own 
labor. For we are God’s fellow workers; you are 
*RGōV�ƓHOG��*RGōV�EXLOGLQJ�

The truth of 1 Corinthians 3:6–9 applies to children’s 
ministry: sowing, watering, encouraging, watching, praying, 
and so much more are carried on through different people 
in the child’s community. So often, the spiritual, intellectual, 
and emotional growth of the children we serve is progressive 
and slow. We must entrust the children in our care to God, 
depending on him to accomplish his purposes and build 
HQGXULQJ�IDLWK�GHVSLWH�RXU�FKDOOHQJHV��IDLOXUHV��DQG�ŴDZV��

To those who pastor and serve children in the church, 
we thank you for your commitment to this most energetic, 
strategic, and innovative ministry of the church. We celebrate 
your call and commitment to the children of our local 
congregation and community, knowing that you are sowing 
his truth into the fertile soul of his children. 

Earlier this year, I received an email from Bishop Philip 
Pruitt, overseer of California. He said he wanted to “share 
a story that illustrates the long-term impact of children's 
ministry and God's faithfulness.” Immediately, Bishop Pruitt 
had my attention. 

His message continued, “Two weeks ago, Diana received 
a text that asked the question, ‘Are you the Philip and Diana 
Pruitt who served as missionaries in Paraguay in 1978?’ Diana 
responded that we were, in fact, the same Philip and Diana. 
Then, the response was, ‘I am Luz. I was in your Sunday 
school class in Barrio Sajonia, Asunción, when I was 10 years 
ROG�LQ�������,
YH�DOZD\V�KRSHG�WR�ƓQG�\RX�WR�WKDQN�\RX�IRU�
presenting the gospel to me and teaching me about Jesus. 
You gave me a Bible for memorizing all of the memory 
verses in November of that year. I still have the Bible with 
the dedication you wrote.’” Bishop Pruitt noted, “She sent a 
photo of the Bible and of the dedication page.”

He went on to clarify they had only taught Luz for 
two years. During that time, she took part in Bible classes, 
Vacation Bible School, and a Christmas program. After that, 
the small church moved to the other side of the city and 
the Pruitts lost contact with Luz. “We never saw her again,” 
Bishop Pruitt wrote. “Luz's parents did not attend church and 
we wondered if she would continue to seek knowledge of 
Jesus Christ and life in him.” 

When reconnected with Luz, the Pruitts were overjoyed 
to discover she had indeed continued to grow as a Christian. 
Now married, she works as a mental health therapist in 
Brazil. She has served as a short-term missionary in Uruguay 
and has a daughter who recently served as a short-term 
missionary in Chile.

Bishop Pruitt concluded, “To Diana and me it almost 
seems miraculous that, after investing just two years in the 
life of a 10-12 year old girl in Paraguay, then losing contact, 
the seeds of the gospel that were planted in Luz's heart took 
root, grew, matured, and produced fruit. Forty-two years 
later, there is proof that the Word of God does not return to 
him empty.”

Sowing Seeds  
To Last a Lifetime 
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CONNECTING KIDS 
TO SERVICE

In November 2018, International Children’s 
Ministries conducted an International Institute of 
Children’s Ministries in San Juan Opico, El Salvador. 
Fifty-six participants came together for an intense 
series of workshops that presented instruction on the 
biblical foundations of children’s ministry, leading 
children to Christ, constructing a Bible lesson, and 
developing a discipleship plan. Little did we know at 
the time, but this training would open the door to the 
most ambitious mission giving project undertaken by 
the ministry. 

El Salvador has been named “the most violent 
country in Latin America,” and its murder rates are the 
highest in the region. According to the United Nations, 
on average, 40 children are killed every month, the 
victims of poverty, civil war, and natural catastrophes. In 
addition, 1.8 million children are a part of the nation’s 
workforce. Four out of 10 children live in poverty with 
over half of all children surviving on less than $1.25 
per day. As Bishop Ticas has said, “They (the children) 
must be our priority as the best, most fertile soil for 
the gospel. The only hope for El Salvador’s future is to 
reach the next generation with the gospel.”

2Q�WKH�ƓQDO�GD\�RI�WUDLQLQJ��ZKLOH�WUDQVSRUWLQJ�
the teaching team to their meeting venue, National 
Overseer Bishop Ishmael Ticas shared about his vision 
for children’s ministry and the outreach program the 
QDWLRQDO�RIƓFH�ZDV�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�WKURXJKRXW�WKHLU�
local churches. He explained that local ministries were 

operating “Centers of Learning” where children could 
receive tutoring, meals, recreational activities, trade 
skills development, and discipleship lessons. At the 
time, he reported that 125 of these outreach sites were 
operating, with seven churches serving more than 
2,000 children daily, and an additional 118 churches 
serving 2,500 children each weekend. “I am going to 
change the nation of El Salvador,” said Bishop Ticas, 
“and I am going to do so one child at a time.” 
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)QVGTC�5EJQQN�KP�RTQITGUU

)QVGTC�RCUVQT�RTQXKFKPI�UWRRNKGU�FWTKPI�%18+&�TGNKGH



This report seemed unbelievable to the team but 
ZDV�ZLWQHVVHG�ƓUVWKDQG�RQ�D�IROORZ�XS�WULS�E\�%LVKRS�
Shaun McKinley, international director of Children’s 
Ministries, in January 2019, as well as others when 
visiting the multiple sites. Furthermore, the team 
learned that this incredible Church of God of Prophecy 
outreach ministry was fully funded by the government 
and outside mission organizations! 

While on this trip, two pressing needs were 
LGHQWLƓHG��)LUVW��HDFK�ORFDWLRQ�ZDV�DW�FDSDFLW\�DQG�WKH�
possibility to double the reach of these programs was 
possible. Second, requirements by the partnering 
organizations meant that several key locations would 
need to upgrade or expand their facilities to ensure 
funding of the programs continued. 

In May of 2019, KidServe (formerly known as 
Helping Hands for Kids) announced Project Build-A-
School, a mission giving opportunity for local children’s 
ministries to support construction and expansion 
programs for the work in El Salvador. As stated earlier, 
the goal of $100,000.00 would be the most ambitious 
project ever undertaken by the ministry. In the 
ministry's 15 years of mission giving support, more than 
$70,000.00 had been collected for 15 project-enabling 
outreach ministries in nations such as Indonesia, Kenya, 
Peru, and the Czech Republic. 

2Q�-XQH�����������WKH�ƓUVW�%XLOG�$�6FKRRO�
Offering was received in the amount of $521.25. As 
of the writing of this article, July 21, 2021, $90,000.00 
has been received bringing the project close to 
completion. To date, three sites have been completed 
with work beginning on a fourth site. 

$W�WKH�*RWHUD�&KXUFK�RI�*RG�RI�3URSKHF\��RXU�ƓUVW�
completed Build-A-School site in El Salvador, funds 
helped complete construction of the site to include the 
following:

• Purchase and installation of water tanks
• Purchase and installation of a main gate
• Construction of the kitchen for meal preparations
• Purchase and installation of classroom doors
• Construction of bathroom facilities

Our second project expanded the Plan de Pino 
Church of God of Prophecy facility to twice its capacity 
with the addition of a new wing to support the outreach 
program.

Construction has now begun on the largest 
of all the projects at Colombia which will include 
dormitories, recreational facilities including a 
FRPPXQLW\�VRFFHU�ƓHOG��ZLWK�VQDFN�VKDNH�IRU�DGGLWLRQDO�
fundraising),  classrooms, a large auditorium, cafeteria, 
and playground facilities. Colombia will serve as the 
ŴDJVKLS�VFKRRO�IRU�WKH�SURJUDP�DQG�SRWHQWLDOO\�VHUYH�
thousands of children with educational programs and 
the gospel. 

International Children’s Ministries is grateful to 
Michelle Brooks-Young, KidServe volunteer coordinator, 
for her efforts to direct the various aspects of these 
projects. We are also incredibly grateful to the men, 
women, and children who have supported this project 
through their faithfulness, commitment, and creativity 
in raising nearly $90,000.00 so far!

To learn more about KidServe, see our current or 
past projects, or to download our Free Project Guide, 
YLVLW�FRJRS�RUJ�FKLOGUHQ�.LG6HUYH�RU�ƓQG�XV� 
on Facebook.

5VCHH�QH�2NCP�FG�2KPQ�UKVG�QWVUKFG�QH�PGYN[�EQPUVTWEVGF� 
building at Plan de Pino

-KFU�JQUVKPI�NGOQPCFG�UVCPF�VQ�UWRRQTV�$WKNF�#�5EJQQN

%QPUVTWEVKQP�QH�2NCP�FG�2KPQ�UKVG


