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EACH LOCAL CHURCH MUST CONSIDER 
ITS FUTURE AND INTENTIONALLY DEVELOP 
STRATEGIES THAT EFFECTIVELY EVANGELIZE 
AND DISCIPLE CHILDREN.
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����͞dŽĚĂǇ�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ƉƌĞƐĐŚŽŽů�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ĚƵƚǇ͘͟�͞�ƵƚǇ͟�ŝƐ�Ă�ǁŽƌĚ�
that I occasionally hear from children’s ministry volunteers. 
tŚŝůĞ� /� Ăŵ�ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ� ŝƚ� ŝƐ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ŵĞĂŶƚ� ƚŽ�ĐĂƵƐĞ�ŚĂƌŵ�Žƌ�
ĚĞŐƌĂĚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ͕ �ŝƚ�ĐĂŶ�ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ�ƌĞǀĞĂů�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂů Ɛ͛�
ƉĞƌĐĞƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ǁŚĂƚ�ǁĞ�ĚŽ͘�
� � � �tŚŝůĞ� /�Ăŵ�ŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůǇ�ŐƌĂƚĞĨƵů� ĨŽƌ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�ƐĞƌǀĞ͕� ŝƚ Ɛ͛�
always my desire and hope that anyone serving children in 
ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ǀŝĞǁ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ĂƐ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ͘ �dŚĞ�ĨŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ�
ĨŽƌ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ŝŶ�'ŽĚ Ɛ͛�tŽƌĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�
ƐĂǇƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǀĂůƵĞ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘�

SO WHAT MAKES A MINISTRY, 
MINISTRY?
����dŚĞ�ƚĞƌŵ�͞ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ͟�ĐŽŵĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�'ƌĞĞŬ�ǁŽƌĚ�ĚŝĂŬŽŶĞŽ͕�
ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐ� ͞ƚŽ� ƐĞƌǀĞ͟� Žƌ� ĚŽƵůĞƵŽ͕� ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐ� ͞ƚŽ� ƐĞƌǀĞ� ĂƐ� Ă�
ƐůĂǀĞ͘͟ �/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�EĞǁ�dĞƐƚĂŵĞŶƚ͕�ǁĞ�ƐĞĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ŝƐ�ǀŝĞǁĞĚ�
as service to God and to others in His name. Jesus is the 
ƵůƟŵĂƚĞ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ�ŽĨ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇͶ,Ğ�ĐĂŵĞ�ƚŽ�ŐŝǀĞ͕�ŶŽƚ� ƚŽ�ďĞ�
ƐĞƌǀĞĚ�;ƐĞĞ�DĂƩŚĞǁ�ϮϬ͗ϮϴͿ͘
����dŽĚĂǇ͕ �ŝƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ƐĞĞŵ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ǀŝĞǁ�͞ ƚƌƵĞ͟�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ĂƐ�ďĞŝŶŐ�
Ă� ǀŽĐĂƟŽŶ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ� ĐĂŶ� ĐŽŵŵŝƚ� ƚŽ� ĨƵůůͲƟŵĞ� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͕�
primarily in a preaching role to adults. However, through the 
lens of Scripture we see that they are not the only ones who 
ĂƌĞ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ͘ �̂ ŝŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƌůǇ�EĞǁ�dĞƐƚĂŵĞŶƚ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕�
Ăůů�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ Ɛ͛�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌ͕ �ƵƐŝŶŐ�ĚŝǀĞƌƐĞ�
ŐŝŌƐ� ;ZŽŵĂŶƐ� ϭϮ͗ϯʹϴ͕� ϭϬʹϭϯͿ� ƚŽ� ƌĞĂĐŚ� ĚŝǀĞƌƐĞ� ŶĞĞĚƐ͘�tĞ�
are called to minister from our commitment to Christ and 
love for all people—including children. 

BUT WHY CHILDREN’S MINISTRY?
�����ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�'ŽĚ͘�&ƌŽŵ�ĐŽǀĞƌ�ƚŽ�ĐŽǀĞƌ͕ �'ŽĚ Ɛ͛�
tŽƌĚ� ƌĞǀĞĂůƐ� ƚŚĞ� ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ� ŽĨ� ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ŐƌĞĂƚ�
ǀĂůƵĞ�ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ Ɛ͛�<ŝŶŐĚŽŵ͘�&ƌŽŵ�^ĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ͕�ǁĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌ-
stand that children are made in the image of God and loved 
ďǇ�ƚŚĞŝƌ��ƌĞĂƚŽƌ͘ �dŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ŶĞĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�^ĂǀŝŽƌ͕ �ƚŽ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞ�ŝŶ�,ŝŵ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞůĂƚĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�,ŝŵ�ŽŶ�
ĂŶ�ŽŶŐŽŝŶŐ�ďĂƐŝƐ͘
    Jesus also understood the value of children to the Kingdom. 
dŚĂƚ Ɛ͛�ǁŚǇ�ŽŶĞ�ĚĂǇ�ǁŚĞŶ�,ŝƐ�ĚŝƐĐŝƉůĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŝŵƉĂƟĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�
ŐƌŽƵƉ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŵ͕�,Ğ�ĞŵƉŚĂƟĐĂůůǇ�ƐƚĂƚĞĚ͕�͞>Ğƚ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝƩůĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�
come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
ŚĞĂǀĞŶ�ďĞůŽŶŐƐ�ƚŽ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞƐĞ͟�;DĂƩŚĞǁ�ϭϵ͗ϭϰ�E/sͿ͘
����dŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ��ŝďůĞ�ǁĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ƌĞĂĚ�ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ǁŚŽ�
ǁĞƌĞ� ƐĞƚ� ĂƉĂƌƚ� ĨŽƌ� Ă� ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ� ŝŶ�'ŽĚ Ɛ͛� ƉůĂŶ͘� dŚŝŶŬ�
ĂďŽƵƚ� ƚŚĞ� ŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůĞ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ� ŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ� ŝŶ�

ƚŚĞ��ŝďůĞ� ůŝŬĞ�DĂƌŝĂŵ͕�^ĂŵƵĞů͕��ĂǀŝĚ͕�<ŝŶŐ� :ŽƐŝĂŚ͕� ƚŚĞ�ďŽǇ�
ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ� ůŽĂǀĞƐ� ĂŶĚ�ĮƐŚĞƐ͕� ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘� dŚĞ� ĨĂŝƚŚ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞƐĞ�
ůŝƩůĞ�ŽŶĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŝŶĐůƵƐŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�'ŽĚ Ɛ͛�^ƚŽƌǇ͕ �ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ƌĞǀĞĂůƐ�
ƚŚĞ� ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ� ŽĨ� ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ� ƚŽ� KƵƌ� &ĂƚŚĞƌ͘ � �ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ� ĂƌĞ�
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͘��ĞǇŽŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ďŝďůŝĐĂů͕�ƌŝŐŚƞƵů�ƉůĂĐĞ�
ĂƐ�ĨĞůůŽǁ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ŽĚǇ͕ �ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
church—now and in the future. 
�����Ǉ�ĂĐĐĞƉƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ĞǀĂŶŐĞůŝǌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐŝƉůĞ�
children, and including children into the regular life of the 
ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕� ƚŚĞ� ĐŚƵƌĐŚ� ŝƐ� ŚŽůŝƐƟĐĂůůǇ� ĨƵůĮůůŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŶĚĂƚĞ� ƚŽ�
͞ƉƌĞĂĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŽƐƉĞů�ƚŽ��>>�ĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ͟�;DĂƌŬ�ϭϲ͗ϭϱ�E/sͿ͘
� � � � � �ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ďƌŝŶŐ� ůŝĨĞ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ůŽĐĂů� ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕� ƉĞƌŚĂƉƐ� ƵŶůŝŬĞ�
ĂŶǇ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĚĞŵŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĐ͕�ďǇ�ďƌŝŶŐŝŶŐ�ǀŝďƌĂŶĐǇ�ƚŽ�ǁŽƌƐŚŝƉ͕�
an eagerness to serve, praying prayers that touch the very 
heart of the need, and displaying love that is genuine and 
sincere. 
    Beyond the present, we also realize that the church is 
ĂůǁĂǇƐ� ͞ũƵƐƚ� ŽŶĞ� ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ� ĨƌŽŵ� ĞǆƟŶĐƟŽŶ͘͟ � �ĂĐŚ� ůŽĐĂů�
ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ŵƵƐƚ� ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ� ŝƚƐ� ĨƵƚƵƌĞ� ĂŶĚ� ŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶĂůůǇ� ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�
ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞůǇ�ĞǀĂŶŐĞůŝǌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐŝƉůĞ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘

HOW WILL YOU RESPOND?
� � � �tŚĞŶ�ǁĞ� ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞ� ƚŚĂƚ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ� ĞǆƚĞŶĚƐ� ďĞǇŽŶĚ� ƚŚĞ�
pulpits of our sanctuaries, and we see the importance of 
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƚŽ�'ŽĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶƐ͕�ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�ůĞŌ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�
ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŚŽǁ�ďĞƐƚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚ͘�^ƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�
ƵƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŵĂƌǀĞůŽƵƐ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĂĐŚ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘�DĂŶǇ͕ �ůŝŬĞ�
me, are called into this ministry, others are assigned it, while 
ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ƐĞĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĨƵůĮůů�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŝƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͘
����EŽ�ŵĂƩĞƌ�ŚŽǁ�ǇŽƵ�ŵŝŐŚƚ�ďĞ�͞ ĐĂůůĞĚ͟�ŝŶƚŽ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ͕ �
it is important to recognize that it is ministry, that it has a 
ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ� ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽŶ� ǇŽƵŶŐ� ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�Ăƚ� ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŵŽƐƚ� ĨŽƌŵĂƟǀĞ�
phase, and that it will impact the future for your local church 
and God’s kingdom. Given all of this, surely children’s ministry 
is worthy of our commitment and of our resources. 
�����ŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ũƵƐƚ�Ă�͞ĚƵƚǇ͕͟�
ŝƚ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�Ă�ƉĂƐƐŝŽŶĂƚĞ�ĨƵůĮůůŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ Ɛ͛�ƉůĂŶ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ�
lives. 

—Shaun McKinley
Cleveland, Tennessee

^ŚĂƵŶ� ĂŶĚ� ŚŝƐ� ǁŝĨĞ͕� ^ƚĞƉŚĂŶŝĞ͕� ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚůǇ� ůĞĂĚ� Ă�
ƚĞĂŵ�ŽĨ�ŽǀĞƌ�ϱϬ�ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ƌŽůĞ�ĂƐ�EƵƌƐĞƌǇ�
ĂŶĚ�WƌĞƐĐŚŽŽů� WĂƐƚŽƌƐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�WĞĞƌůĞƐƐ�ZŽĂĚ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�
ŝŶ� �ůĞǀĞůĂŶĚ͕� dĞŶŶĞƐƐĞĞ͘� �ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂůůǇ͕ � ^ŚĂƵŶ� ƐĞƌǀĞƐ�
ĂƐ� �ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ� ŽĨ� �ĐĐƌĞĚŝƚĞĚ� DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ� �ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ͕�
�ĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟǀĞ�>ŝĂŝƐŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�'ĞŶĞƌĂů�KǀĞƌƐĞĞƌ͕ �ĂŶĚ�
WƌĂǇĞƌ�DŝŶŝƐƚƌŝĞƐ��ŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚŽƌ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ�
ŽĨ�WƌŽƉŚĞĐǇ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�KĸĐĞƐ͘


