


EVANGELISM

Five Surprising Insights 
About the Unchurched
ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƉĂŐĞ�ϱ

ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ͘��ŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚŝƌĚ�;ϯϭ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚͿ�
ǁŽƵůĚ�ůŝƐƚĞŶ�ĂĐƟǀĞůǇ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ͘�
Pause for a moment. Look at those numbers. 
Almost eight of ten unchurched Americans 
ǁŽƵůĚ�ǁĞůĐŽŵĞ�Ă�'ŽƐƉĞů�ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ͘�
�ŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ϭϮ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ŝƚ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ĚŝƐĐŽŵĨŽƌƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶůǇ�ϭϭ�
ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵďũĞĐƚ�ĂƐ�
soon as possible. We can’t use the poor 
ĞǆĐƵƐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƵŶĐŚƵƌĐŚĞĚ�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ĂƌĞŶ͛ƚ�
ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�'ŽƐƉĞů�ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ͘�/Ŷ�
ƌĞĂůŝƚǇ͕ �ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ůŝŬĞůǇ�
ŶŽƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ŝŶŝƟĂƟŶŐ�'ŽƐƉĞů�
ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ͘
5.�/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ŝŶǀŝƚĞ�ƚŚĞŵ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁŝůů�ĐŽŵĞ͘�
�ďŽƵƚ�Ă�ǇĞĂƌ�ĂŐŽ͕�/�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚƐ�
to provide a framework for churches 
to invite people to church. We called it 
͞/ŶǀŝƚĞ�zŽƵƌ�KŶĞ͘͟ �tĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽǁ�ŐĞƫŶŐ�
responses from churches that have 
ŝŶŝƟĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�ďůŽǁŶ�
ĂǁĂǇ�Ăƚ�ǁŚĂƚ�'ŽĚ�ŝƐ�ĚŽŝŶŐ͘��ŵŽŶŐ�
ƚŚĞ�ƵŶĐŚƵƌĐŚĞĚ͕�ϱϱ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŚĞǇ�
ǁŽƵůĚ�ĂƩĞŶĚ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ŝĨ�ŝŶǀŝƚĞĚ�ďǇ�Ă�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�
ŵĞŵďĞƌ͘ ��ŶĚ�ϱϭ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁŽƵůĚ�
ĂƩĞŶĚ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ŝĨ�ŝŶǀŝƚĞĚ�ďǇ�Ă�ĨƌŝĞŶĚ�Žƌ�
neighbor. These numbers are staggering. 
dŚĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůĞ͘

I have been involved in church research 
ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ�ĨŽƌ�ĨŽƵƌ�ĚĞĐĂĚĞƐ͕�Ă�ƚĞƐƚĂŵĞŶƚ�
ƚŽ�ďŽƚŚ�ŵǇ�ƉĂƐƐŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĞůĚĞƌůǇ�ƐƚĂƚƵƐ͘�
dŚŝƐ�ĚĂƚĂ�ĐŽŶĮƌŵƐ�ŵǇ�ĂŶĞĐĚŽƚĂů�
ŽďƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŚĂƐ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ďĞĞŶ�
Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶĞ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�
the lost and unchurched.

/ƚ Ɛ͛�ƚƌƵůǇ�ĂŶ�ŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ͘

�Ƶƚ�/�ǁŽŶĚĞƌ�ŚŽǁ�ŵĂŶǇ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐ�ǁŝůů�
seize this God-given moment.

dŚŝƐ�ĂƌƟĐůĞ�ǁĂƐ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůůǇ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ�Ăƚ�
dŚŽŵZĂŝŶĞƌ͘ ĐŽŵ� ŽŶ� �ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ� ϭϮ͕� ϮϬϭϲ͘�
dŚŽŵ�^͘� ZĂŝŶĞƌ� ƐĞƌǀĞƐ� ĂƐ� ƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ� ĂŶĚ���K�
ŽĨ� >ŝĨĞtĂǇ� �ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ� ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͘� �ŵŽŶŐ� ŚŝƐ�
ŐƌĞĂƚĞƐƚ� ũŽǇƐ� ĂƌĞ� ŚŝƐ� ĨĂŵŝůǇ͗� ŚŝƐ� ǁŝĨĞ� EĞůůŝĞ�
:Ž͖� ƚŚƌĞĞ� ƐŽŶƐ͕� ^Ăŵ͕� � �ƌƚ͕� ĂŶĚ� :ĞƐƐ͖� ĂŶĚ� ƚĞŶ�
ŐƌĂŶĚĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘� �ƌ͘ � ZĂŝŶĞƌ� ĐĂŶ� ďĞ� ĨŽƵŶĚ� ŽŶ�
dǁŝƩĞƌ�ΛdŚŽŵZĂŝŶĞƌ� ĂŶĚ� Ăƚ� ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬ
Thom.S.Rainer.

PRAYING TO BE A BOLD WITNESS
 Prayer Points: February 2017          ���ŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŽƌ͗�^ŚĂƵŶ�DĐ<ŝŶůĞǇ

dŚĞ�ďŽŽŬ�ŽĨ��ĐƚƐ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚƌŝůůŝŶŐ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞƌƐ�ĞŶĐŽƵŶƚĞƌŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĞ�,ŽůǇ�^Ɖŝƌŝƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂǇ�ŽĨ�WĞŶƚĞĐŽƐƚ͘�/Ŷ�ĐŚĂƉƚĞƌƐ�ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϰ�ǁĞ�ƌĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ Ɛ͛�
ĞĂƌůŝĞƐƚ�ĞīŽƌƚƐ�ŝŶ�ĞǀĂŶŐĞůŝƐŵ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐĂƌƌŝĞĚ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽŵŝƐĞ�ŽĨ��ĐƚƐ�ϭ͗ϴ�͞�Ƶƚ�ǇŽƵ�
ǁŝůů�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ�ƉŽǁĞƌ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�,ŽůǇ�^Ɖŝƌŝƚ�ĐŽŵĞƐ�ŽŶ�ǇŽƵ͖�ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ŵǇ�ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐĞƐ�
ŝŶ�:ĞƌƵƐĂůĞŵ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ�Ăůů�:ƵĚĞĂ�ĂŶĚ�^ĂŵĂƌŝĂ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƌƚŚ͘͟
    
����tĞ�ƌĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�Ă�ŚĞĂůŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ůĞĂĚƐ�ƚŽ�WĞƚĞƌ�ďŽůĚůǇ�ĚĞĐůĂƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�'ŽƐƉĞů�ŽŶ�^ŽůŽŵŽŶ Ɛ͛�
ƉŽƌĐŚ͘�^ƵďƐĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ͕ �WĞƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�:ŽŚŶ�ĂƌĞ�ĂƌƌĞƐƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�ĚĂǇ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŐŝǀĞ�
ĂŶĚ�ĂŶƐǁĞƌ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͘�WĞƚĞƌ�ĚŽĞƐ�ŶŽƚ�ďĂĐŬ�
ĚŽǁŶ͕�ĂŐĂŝŶ�ďŽůĚůǇ�ƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�'ŽŽĚ�EĞǁƐ͘��ĐƚƐ�ϰ͗ϭϯ�ŐŝǀĞƐ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ͕�
͞EŽǁ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƐĂǁ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽůĚŶĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�WĞƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�:ŽŚŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞƌĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁĞƌĞ�
ƵŶĞĚƵĐĂƚĞĚ͕�ĐŽŵŵŽŶ�ŵĞŶ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĂƐƚŽŶŝƐŚĞĚ͘��ŶĚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂĚ�
ďĞĞŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�:ĞƐƵƐ͘͟ �/Ŷ�ǀĞƌƐĞ�ϭϴ͕�WĞƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�:ŽŚŶ�ĂƌĞ�ǁĂƌŶĞĚ�ŶŽƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƉĞĂŬ�ŝŶ�:ĞƐƵƐ͛�ŶĂŵĞ͘�
dŚĞǇ�ďŽƚŚ�ĂŶƐǁĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐĂŶŶŽƚ�ƐƚŽƉ�ƐƉĞĂŬŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ�ǁŝƚŚ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͘

�ŽůĚŶĞƐƐ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŶŶĞƌ�ŝŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�'ŽƐƉĞů�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ŐŝǀĞŶ͘�/ƚ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�
ďĞůŝĞǀĞƌ�ƚŽ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�ŵĞƚŚŽĚ�ŽĨ�ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�'ŽƐƉĞů͘�tĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƐŝŵƉůǇ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ŽƉĞŶ�ŽƵƌ�ŵŽƵƚŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŐŝǀĞ�ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨŽƌŵŝŶŐ͕�ƐĂǀŝŶŐ�ƉŽǁĞƌ�ŽĨ�:ĞƐƵƐ͘�

dŚŝƐ�ŵŽŶƚŚ͕�ǁĞ�ǁŝůů�ƵŶŝƚĞ�ŽƵƌ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌƐ�ĂƐŬŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�,ŽůǇ�^Ɖŝƌŝƚ�ƚŽ�ŐŝǀĞ�ƵƐ�ĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�Ă�
ďŽůĚ�ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐ�ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͘

PRAYER DIRECTIVES:
�Ɛ�ǁĞ�ǁĂůŬ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�EĞǁ�zĞĂƌ͕ �ůĞƚ�ƵƐ�ƉƌĂǇ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ǁĂǇƐ͗�

ͻ�WƌĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽƵƌ�ŚĞĂƌƚƐ�ǁŝůů�ĂůŝŐŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�'ŽĚ Ɛ͛�ŚĞĂƌƚ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ���
ĂƐ�Ă�ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐ�ŽĨ��ŚƌŝƐƚ�;�ĐƚƐ�ϰ͗ϮϰʹϮϴͿ͘

ͻ�/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŚĂĚ�ĨĞĂƌ�Žƌ�ŝŶƟŵŝĚĂƟŽŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ďĞŝŶŐ�Ă�ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐ͕�ĂƐŬ�ƚŚĞ�,ŽůǇ�
^Ɖŝƌŝƚ�ƚŽ�ƚĂŬĞ�ĂǁĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĨĞĂƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞŵŝŶĚ�ǇŽƵ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ�ƚŚĂƚ Ɛ͛�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�,ŝƐ�ŝŶĚǁĞůůŝŶŐ�;WƌŽǀĞƌďƐ�Ϯϴ͗ϭ͖��ĐƚƐ�ϰ͗Ϯϴ͕�Ϯϵ͖�WƐĂůŵ�ϭϯϴ͗ϯͿ͘

ͻ�WƌĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐ͕�ǁŽƌĚƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ŐŝǀĞŶ�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ĨĞĂƌůĞƐƐůǇ�ƚĞƐƟĨǇ�ŽĨ�ǁŚĂƚ�'ŽĚ�ŚĂƐ�ĚŽŶĞ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵ�;�ƉŚĞƐŝĂŶƐ�ϲ͗ϭϵͿ͘

ͻ�WƌĂǇ�ĨŽƌ�ďŽůĚŶĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�'ŽŽĚ�EĞǁƐ�ĞǀĞŶ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƟŵĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŚĂƌĚ�;Ϯ�
�ŽƌŝŶƚŚŝĂŶƐ�ϰ͗ϴʹϭϬͿ͘

ͻ�WƌĂǇ�ĨŽƌ�ďŽůĚŶĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ĚĞĐůĂƌĞ�ƚƌƵƚŚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚŽĞƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĂĚũƵƐƚ�ƚŽ�ŶĞŐĂƟǀĞ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞƐ�
;Ϯ��ŽƌŝŶƚŚŝĂŶƐ�ϰ͗ϮͿ͘

ͻ�WƌĂǇ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽǁĞƌ�ŽĨ�WĞŶƚĞĐŽƐƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĂůŝǀĞ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐ�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞ�ŵĂǇ�
Ăůů�ďĞ�ĮůůĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�,ŽůǇ�^Ɖŝƌŝƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŐŽ�ŝŶƚŽ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵ�
�ŚƌŝƐƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ďŽůĚŶĞƐƐ�;�ĐƚƐ�ϰ͗ϯϭͿ͘

ͻ��ƐŬ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�ŚĞĂƌ�ƚŚĞ�'ŽŽĚ�EĞǁƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĂǁĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŶĞĞĚ�
ĨŽƌ�Ă�^ĂǀŝŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚ�;�ĐƚƐ�ϰ͗ϭϯͿ͘

PRAYER
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