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“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything |
have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age”
(Matthew 28:19, 20 NIV).

When Jesus commissioned the church to “make disciples,” He was inviting His
people to engage in a process of intentionally establishing and building others up
in faith and service. Matthew 18 states that this process includes action: making,
baptizing, and teaching. This invitation was given to the community found within the
local church. As we share the gospel message, worship corporately, study deeply,
and connect relationally, we become more like Him, glorifying Him by becoming and
making disciples.

This month we will unite around prayer directive asking the Father to help our
churches effectively become “disciple-making churches.”

PRAYER DIRECTIVES:

e Confess any areas where you have lacked growing as a fully devoted follower of Christ,
and ask that He would help you take the initiative to grow in your relationship with Him
(Luke 17:5).

¢ Pray for the members of your local church, that they would “Live your lives in him, rooted
and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as they were taught, and overflowing with
thankfulness” (Colossians 2:6—7).

e Pray that members of your local church would be motivated to share their testimony
(John 4:29) so that others might encounter Jesus and become believers (John 4:39-42).

e Ask the Father to inspire, quicken, and engage your local church congregation in going
and making disciples (Matthew 28:19).

¢ Pray that your church would be motivated by love for God, each other, and those lost in
its passion to disciple others (Matthew 22:37, John 13:35).

e Ask that discipleship ministries would be effective in reaching all members of your
congregation; preschoolers, children, students, singles, couples, parents, grandparents,
etc. (Acts 2:42).

e Pray for opportunities for your church to be ministers of mercy to the fatherless, widows,
and the poor. Ask that this service would be personal and done with a heart of humility
(Zechariah 7:8-10).

e Ask the Father to empower your church to encourage diversity, racial unity, and
reconciliation (1 Corinthians 12:13).

e Thank the Father for not only the invitation to come—to be baptized, to sit—but also to
go, baptize, and make disciples of all nations. Express your willingness to be used by Him
in this great commission work (Matthew 28:19-20).
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"Therefore,
since we have
such a hope, we
are very bold.”

(2 Corinthians 3:12)

Father, You are the God of our past
and our present. We were created
by Your hand. Our days were written
in Your book before we were born.
You know what each day holds and
we trust You to lead us through
them.

We are so grateful that Jesus is
our salvation. He always has been.
He was there in the beginning, He
finished the work You gave Him to
do, and He now sits at Your right
hand. Oh, Jesus, thank You that
You pray for us, and never leave us.
Jesus, empower us by Your grace to
love as You love even when trouble
is pushing against us.

Thank You, Father, for the work
of the Holy Spirit in our lives. You
sent Him to walk alongside us,
fill us with boldness, enable us to
discern the lies of the enemy, and
bring the truths in Your Word to our
remembrance. We call out for the
wind of the Holy Spirit to breathe
on us. Cause us to stand on our feet
a great and mighty army who will
persevere and do Your will to the
very end; until every battle is over
and we're called home.

In Jesus’ Name,
Amen




What is discipleship? The term discipleship never appears in
Scripture. As a noun, “disciple” and the verb “make disciples”
only occur in the Gospels and the Book of Acts. Ask your
fellow believers what the word means, and you will find
multiple definitions and variations. Discipleship also has both
personal and corporate applications.

As we consider God'’s call to discipleship, we must be cautious
not to focus on the terminology. Instead, we should focus on
the invitation the Father gives us to know Him intimately and
follow Him purposefully.

In Mark 3:13-21, we witness the appointment of the 12
disciples. While multitudes were following Jesus, these

12 were chosen and set apart for the ministry. They were
ordinary and average, coming from diverse backgrounds
and experiences, with unique personalities; yet, they were
chosen to follow Him as a disciple.

In Mark 3:14, we find the purpose behind Jesus’ initial calling
to these disciples. Scripture tells us that, “He appointed
twelve that they might be with him...” (Mark 3:14 NIV). For the
first disciples, Jesus understood that He would not be with
them long. He had much to teach them in a short amount of
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time. Jesus would draw these men closer to Him so that they
would know Him, He could instruct them, and prepare them
for service.

The call of the first disciples is our call as well. We are called
to “be with Him.” It’s an invitation to spend time with Him,
walk in close fellowship with Him, know His voice, and serve
Him more effectively.

The call continued in Mark 3:14, “That he might send them
out to preach and to have authority to drive out demons.”
These early disciples were entrusted with an important
task—sharing the Gospel to those who had not yet believed.
To provide greater power for service, the Lord enabled them
to heal the sick and cast out devils. They would be able to
bear witness to the saving grace and power of the Lord.

This same discipleship call and power are extended to
believers today. We are to proclaim the Gospel by sharing our
faith with unbelievers. We have been given authority so that
we may reveal His power and presence to those in desperate
need of Him.

Therefore, our call to discipleship is two-fold. First, is our
personal discipleship. This pursuit is found in developing a
rhythm of “being with Him” through the spiritual disciplines,
such as prayer, fasting, meditation, and reading of His

Word. This is a primary and crucial responsibility of the
disciple, developing an intimate relationship with the Father.
Through personal discipleship, we learn to live the victorious
Christian life, are equipped in sound doctrine, and exhibit a
life of surrender and worship.

Our call to personal discipleship is an ongoing process, one of
continual learning and growth. This call includes:

Self-denial, repentance, and prioritizing the
things of God (Mark 8:34-38)

Studying the Word of God and living a life of
commitment to its precepts (John 8:31, 32)

Loving and serving others (1 John 3:11-16)

Abiding in Him and remaining fruitful in
service and ministry (John 15:5, 5:22, 23)

Living righteously (John 15:7-10)

Staying accountable to Godly authority
(Hebrews 13:17)

Secondly, we are called to “make disciples,” reaching and
helping others learn and grow in their relationship with Him
(Acts 14:21; Matthew 28:19, 20). Our personal discipleship
“training” should look beyond our own needs, seeking
to develop relationships that encourage others toward
Christlikeness in their everyday lives. We should be quick to
tell others what Christ has done for us personally so that they
might strive toward transformation in their own lives.

Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV) reveals that this call is not optional
for believers but a command, “Then Jesus came to them and
said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very
end of the age.”

Yes, we are called to pursue an intimate relationship with the
Father, as well as to equip and grow disciples who will do the
same. Even if our church, our friends, and our family will not
answer this call, we must commit to doing so personally. Luke
12:48 (NIV) reminds us, “From everyone who has been given
much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has
been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”

Pursuing the call of discipleship requires a cost. It demands
commitment, sacrifice, and time. However, it is in our pursuit
of this holy calling that we fulfill the mandate and purpose
given to us by our Savior.

We should all be striving to spend time in close, intimate
fellowship with Jesus. That is discipleship. We should also
help other believers come to know, grow, and mature in Him.
That, too, is discipleship.
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